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ANZAC DAY AMENDMENT BILL 2015 
ANZAC DAY AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2) 2015 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [5.09 pm]: Prior to question time, 
I was dealing with Hon Alanna Clohesy’s question about the purposes to which the trust funds may be applied. 
I think I have dealt with that. Community groups generally commemorating Anzac Day do not fall within the 
scope of the beneficiaries to gain from the trust moneys. Rather, the trust moneys are to provide for the welfare 
and benefit of ex-service people and their families, and the scope has been expanded to allow for some purposes 
connected with that objective that are not currently provided for. The composition of the board of trustees was 
mentioned. In 1960, the act prescribed that the board would be chaired by a Treasury official, and that two of the 
four representatives would represent the two major legacy groups—one being Perth Legacy and the other being 
the Returned and Services League. Back in those days, there were not too many service organisations. My notes 
about that seem to have gone adrift, but very few service organisations were in existence. My recollection is that 
nowadays there is something like 15 to 20. I may be wrong about the figure, but the number is far greater than 
the number in existence at that time. They do not necessarily have congruent names. Of course, having trustees 
limited to those who are representatives of the two major service organisations creates a significant conflict of 
interest, not only an apparent one, but also, one would have thought, a real one; hence flexibility is now being 
provided to the minister to appoint appropriate people to assess competing claims. Hon Darren West, for 
example, pointed out that $129 000—I will take it that that figure is accurate—went to each of those two 
organisations out of the funds. As Hon Darren West pointed out through the list that he read out, there were 
relatively small amounts to other organisations. That is not denying the worthiness of the Returned and Services 
League of Australia or Perth Legacy, but plainly other groups may feel that their submissions are not being 
adequately or fully considered with the same level of attention. 

The ability for the minister to appoint people who are more broadly experienced and to remove the potential 
conflict of interest that arises from the current arrangement is something the government believes should be 
welcomed by the veterans community. I think there are now about 50 veterans organisations. Traditionally, it 
appears that only 14 to 16 from time to time would be invited to make submissions for funds out of the trust. 
This ought to expand the opportunities and the perception that all organisations will be treated on their merits. 
I am not suggesting for a moment they have not been in the past, but simply the composition of the board might 
lend itself, under the current arrangements, to that sort of accusation. 

A question arose about why this is limited only to sporting and racing events. I have touched on that already. 
When the act was introduced in 1960, it was to apply only to those sorts of events in the first place. Other forms 
of entertainment, including going to hotels and restaurants and other sorts of functions, were not permitted on 
Anzac Day at that time. The government has proposed the amendments before the house congruent with the 
original intent of the legislation, which is to regulate contributions by sporting and racing events held on 
Anzac Day. I mentioned the potential for a significant increase in funds drawn from those events by the proposed 
formula, which would not prove to be as great a disincentive to events being held on Anzac Day. It is also 
notable that under a special arrangement, the Australian Football League currently pays $15 000 for each game 
played on Anzac Day. That agreement was settled with the chair of the Anzac Day Trust following the 
2008 Anzac Day game. Over the next 10 years, an AFL game is likely to occur on Anzac Day on only three 
occasions, one of which falls on a Sunday. Given that the current legislation disregards Sundays, ordinarily no 
contribution would be paid at all to the trust. However, the current legislation would result in only a contribution 
of some $30 000 to the trust from AFL games held on Anzac Day over the next 10 years. If Anzac Day games 
are held under the proposed formula, the revenue from that—although it cannot be predicted—might be 
significantly higher because there would not be a disincentive to hold games on Anzac Day and also because the 
crowds that would be drawn would be significantly higher than those available now. 
I return to Hon Darren West’s comments about the costs to administer the trust. I have pointed out that the costs 
to administer it are provided for in the legislation. The current arrangement, and one that will continue, is that the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet will absorb the costs of administering the trust, except for the cost of the 
annual audit, which is performed by the Auditor General. The cost of that annual audit was $5 280 in 2015. 
Hope was expressed that organisations holding smaller events would still contribute. Yes, one hopes they will. 
Of course, people make contributions to not only the Anzac Day Trust established under this legislation, but also 
for Legacy-type purposes generally. Under this legislation there is no disincentive to doing that. One hopes that 
people will continue to do so, but that does not turn on this legislation. 
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Hon Kate Doust asked whether organisations need to apply to the Minister for Veterans for a licence to hold an 
event on Anzac Day. No, that is not required. Organisations that require an extended liquor licence can apply for 
that licence in accordance with the Liquor Control Act 1988. Organisations that require a permit to play two-
up—one of the traditional pastimes of veterans on Anzac Day—would have to apply to the Gaming and 
Wagering Commission of Western Australia for that permit. Nothing changes about that. Organisations that are 
able to conduct activities on Anzac Day would be free to do so. The act is of limited scope. It provides for 
a prohibition of activities of a certain type before 1.00 pm on Anzac Day, and otherwise is focused on 
a contribution to the trust for racing and sporting events. 
I think I have covered all matters of significance that might not otherwise be addressed in the course of 
Committee of the Whole. 
Question put and passed. 
Bills read a second time.  
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